Unprecedented Decision by Norwegian Court of Social Services

In a recent decision handed down by the Norwegian Court of Social Services, a patient’s impaired heart was defined as an occupational disease.  This is the first case where an occupational disease had been declared comparable to occupational injury, due to a compulsory small pox vaccination. 
In addition to this victory, the patient filed a claim for damages with an insurance company and, in an out-of-court settlement, was awarded 2, 000,000 Norwegian Kroner.

The patient’s homeopath found smallpox virus on his heart.  Was this a significant factor?

Harald’s story

Eighteen year old Harald, (his name has been changed for reason of anonymity), signed on a Mowinckel tanker in 1974 on his first voyage with the Norwegian merchant marine.  Before joining the ship, Harald was subjected to the state required smallpox vaccination.  Twenty years later this healthy, athletic, a former competitive swimmer, young man was afflicted with chronic heart disease.  How and why did this happen?
Harald at sea.
Harald should have had two week’s quarantine, the incubation time of the vaccine, before shipping out, but that did not happen.  He was sent on board and right into the machine room, where temperatures ranged from 40 to 50 degrees Celsius.  Two weeks later, when the ship was in the Golf of Mexico, Harald became seriously ill.  He lay in his berth, suffering from high fever and severe chest pains. The ship made its way back to Europe.  Harald refused hospitalization in England, but was admitted to a hospital in Rotterdam.  The results of the three day examination were inconclusive, but the examining doctor did mention to Harald:  “You must have something wrong with your blood.”
One explanation for the failure to find a cause for Harald’s problems, him being a competitive swimmer, was that his athletic build provided room for his heart to expand. This may, too, have helped to explain why his symptoms were mild.

Haukeland Hospital in Bergen, Norway

Harald was transferred to Haukeland Hospital in Bergen, where he was kept in isolation for a month. A diagnosis for myocarditis was suggested.  Dr. T. Kalager wrote in Harald’s journal:

“that he could not discount the possibility of myocarditis due to the smallpox vaccine.” 
Harald was released from the hospital in the middle of February of 1975 and declared fit for work, but his already voluminous medical file continued to grow.  In a letter to Dr. Arvid Evjen, the doctor for seamen, Professor Dr. Johs Bøe stated that: “we cannot exclude that there may be a myocarditis after the smallpox vaccination.”
Disc surgery reveals heart problems

Harald signed on for a new two year tour at sea, but he later decided to return to Norway and become a ship machinist. Harald then got a job on Ekkofisk, an oil installation in the North Sea, and worked there until 2001. An unfortunate accident on the rig led to a collapsed disc.  During the course of preparations for disc surgery, irregularities of the heart and a rapid decrease in blood pressure caused great concern. Harald was once again sent to Haukeland Hospital for a new round of tests.  An echocardiograph showed a 6.7 centimeter dilation of the left ventricle.  A thalium scintigraph indicated an EF of 38%.  Harald was diagnosed as suffering from dilated cardiomyopathy and was prescribed large doses of heart medicine.
On sick leave for a year, Harald was often in very bad shape, and he was, on one occasion, admitted for acute help at the emergency unit in Bergen, but once again nothing conclusive was found.  On another occasion Harald was admitted for acute help at Haraldsplass Hospital in Bergen.  The doctors discovered that his heart was functioning at only twenty percent of full capacity.  The patient was given more medicine, but he did not feel that it relieved his suffering.

Harald is sacked

Now the inevitable happened. A letter from his employer informed him that his services were not longer desired. Harald was now nearly destitute.  He had his disability pay, but because his chances of recovery were extremely slim, he was, against his own will, pronounced “Disabled.”
Harald contacts a homeopath
Though disillusioned and half way beaten, Harald did not give up.  He felt he had to do something in order to find out what was wrong.  In March 2002 he got in touch with Mr. Atle  Johan Løvaas, a homeopath, who, through the use of Dr. Voll’s testing methods, could identify microbes in the body’s organs.  Løvaas electronically tested a number of acupuncture points on Harald’s hands and feet.  All the acupuncture test points on Harald’s hands indicated that the patient’s heart was infected on both sides, and the low numbers revealed that Harald’s heart ailment was of an extremely serious character.

Homeopath finds smallpox virus

Using homeopathic nosodes from virus and bacteria, Løvaas then took tests to determine which micro-organisms were causing the problem. After two hours of testing, the homeopath concluded that every ventricle in Harald’s heart, as well as his heart muscle on both sides was infected with smallpox virus (variolinum).
Upon hearing of Løvaas’ findings, Harald then informed the homeopath for the first time of the smallpox vaccination to which he had been submitted to when he was only a teenager.

“Can my heart ailment be related to the vaccine I got in 1974?” Harald asked Løvaas.

“Of course,” replied Løvaas, “where else could you have picked up smallpox virus?  The virus has been there all the time, but it is first in later years that it has really started attacking your heart.”
Harald strikes back

This blunt statement by the homeopath reawakened Harald’s competitive nature.  Harald
decided that he would sue the government.  It was, after all, they who had induced the smallpox virus into his system at the very beginning of his vocational life.  It was they, too, who had put him, at the age of forty, on the disability list.  Using homeopathic medicine, self made by Løvaas, the smallpox virus and other microbes that had infested Harald’s heart were successfully treated.  His health improved gradually over the course of the next few months, and the frequent seizures which he had previously experienced, decreased dramatically.  It must be mentioned, however, that Harald never stopped taking the medicine which the doctors had prescribed and strongly advised him to take.
Social Services Office
During a meeting in October 2002 with his consultant at the social services office in Åsane, a suburb of Bergen, Harald told her of the improvement in his health after having been treated by Loevaas.  The consultant told him to get a declaration from Loevaas.  She wrote on the 23rd of October 2002:  “The member was encouraged to ask the homeopath to write a statement regarding his findings.”  
Homeopath writes a report
Mr. Løvaas was more than willing to report on his findings, and on October 29th 2002 he wrote:  

“At the request of my patient, Harald, I have been asked to explain in detail the results of my medical tests.
In brief, the method is an electronic test of approximately 120 acupuncture points.  I can, through these, register the state of all the organs in the body, and I can determine which micro-organisms, virus or bacteria, are the cause of an infection.  In addition, I can identify which organ, indeed, which part of the organ, is infected.  This method is reliable nearly ninety percent of the time.

When Harald had his first appointment with me in March of this year, I was able to state categorically that his heart was in extremely poor condition.  His entire heart was infected.  All eight of the points of the heart which I measured were bad.  I was able to conclude that he had smallpox virus, variolinum, on the mitral valve, tricuspid valve, pulmonary valve and the aortic valve.  It came, therefore, as no surprise to me that the patient had been diagnosed with 

heart failure and murmur.

I assume that vaccine is the means through which Harald has been infected with smallpox virus.

The improvement which the patient has experienced is through treatment with homeopathic nosodes, which can, in contrast to ’official’ medicine, drive the virus out of the patient’s system.

For thirty years I have felt that I have been treated as a scabby alley cat by the health authorities in Norway.  Now, however, after having been asked by the public health authorities to report on my form of treatment, I feel as if I have been invited in from the dark and the cold.  I normally deal with County Doctors, and then usually in connection with a complaint that I am a charlatan, a quack. What a pleasure it would be if this were to be the beginning to a more fruitful relationship.

If a can be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me.”   
How naive
How naïve could a homeopath be?  Two years later Løvaas was arrested while in his own office, jailed and taken to court three times for his “Crimes against Humanity.” His participation in Harald’s fight for justice was obviously one of these “crimes.”

Medical expertise outraged over statement

When Harald reported on his improvement to the doctors at Haukeland Hospital and showed them the declaration from Løvaas, they reacted with anger and sarcasm.  Head of the coronary department, Dr. Kjell Breivik, revealed quite clearly his sentiments on Løvaas’ work when he, in a statement written to the Social Services Office in Odda on  January 20th 2003, added a final nasty comment:
“PS:  Included in the case documents is a so called declaration from Homeopath Løvaas. It is my opinion that it should have no bearing on the outcome of this case.”
It was quite obvious that Dr. Kjell Breivik wanted no interference from charlatans such as Løvaas.  But, in spite of this impudent comment, Dr. Breivik went on to state the following:
“The patient has a dilated cardiomyopathy that had its debut in connection with an acute myocarditis when the patient was at sea in 1974.   The etiology is uncertain, but it is probably due to the smallpox vaccination.  The sickness broke while he as employed and he had to be sent home.  It is, therefore, my opinion that he meets the requirements in §13-4, sentence A to D.”
Case sent to Odda
Harald decided to sue the Norwegian social insurance system for damages.  The documents in his case were sent to Odda, the office there being the head office for West Norway and the one responsible for the handling of such cases.  From there the case was sent to the Oslo office. A doctor from Lillehammer, an expert loyal to the authorities, Dr. Einar Gløesen,  specialist in internal medicine and respiratory diseases, produced a declaration compatible with the view held by the social service people.
“based upon advice received from experts in the field of infectious  and cardiological diseases, I have not been able to conclude that there is a clear connection with the myocarditis established in 1974 and the cardiomyopathy proven in 2001.  There is also considerable uncertainty regarding the constellation smallpox virus and myocarditis.

In view of the above, I cannot see how this can be regarded as an occupational disease.” 
More specialist statement
Other specialists were drawn into the picture. It appears as if Dr. Nils Heine Walde arrived at the same conclusion September 2003 as Dr. Kjell Breivik had arrived at in January of that same year.
Departmental head Dr. Arne Westheim also wrote a declaration on the matter in March of 2004. On the basis of the information available, Dr. Westheim concluded that there could be:

“a  probable connection between the  weak muscular tissues of Harald’s heart and his earlier struggle with myocarditis caused by smallpox vaccine.”
County Social Services Office in Oslo denies claim
The County Social Services Office in Oslo arrived at a decision on August 5th 2003.  It concluded that the impairment in the tissues of Harald’s heart was not to be classified as an occupational disease.
Harald appeals
Harald fought on. His already voluminous file increased in size as letters from lawyers, the social services offices and pronouncements from specialists were added to it.  It was clear at an early stage that the appeal would be argued on the premise that:
“the muscular impairment of the tissues of his heart should be recognized as an occupational disability.  The justification for this claim is that evidence shows there is causality between the vaccination and the resulting heart ailment.” 
Wins in the Court for Social Services

And it was this premise that was the deciding factor when the court arrived at a conclusion, that there really was a connection between cause and effect (Quote from the judgement):

“It is the opinion of the court that the patient’s heart impairment is related to occupation, and the general sentiment of the court is to recognize this hardship as an occupational disease and place it on an equal footing with occupational disability.”
The Court’s decision

“The resolution handed down by the County Social Services Office in Oslo is hereby reversed, and muscular impairment of the heart is recognized as an occupational disease on level with occupational disability.” 
Occupational disease=occupational disability

As a result of the court’s findings, Harald received compensation for occupational disease, equivalent to the compensation received for occupational disability.  His monthly payments

were now much higher, much better than the pay out for disability insurance..  In addition, Harald was now entitled to free medicine, although not homeopathy.

Harald sues Insurance Company
But Harald was still not finished with the case.  Being a union member, Harald  was covered in a group life insurance policy through his trade association.  Having been just recently declared as unable to pursue an occupation, Harald surely would have a good chance of collecting a sizable sum of money from the insurance company.
Very capable lawyer
Lawyer Lars Olav Skårberg, the trade association’s lawyer, pleaded both cases at the expense of the trade association. It proved to be struggle requiring years of hard work; a struggle requiring declarations produced by experts and considerable correspondence between the contending parts.  The two contenders were scheduled to meet in Asker and Bærum County Court in September 2006.  And, then, in a final effort to put an end to the evasive tactics of the insurance company, Skårberg made the brilliant move of getting in touch with the very pinnacle of medical authority in Norway.     

Dr. Stig Frøland

He requested aid from Professor Dr. Med. Stig Frøland, head doctor for the Section on Clinical Immunology and Infectious Diseases in the medical department at Federal Hospital’s University Clinic.  The top expert in the country.
Seven page report
Dr. Frøland’s comprehensive report was delivered on the 30th of  August 2006.  Through seven pages, Dr. Frøland commented on animal research and clinical research done on humans. He wrote:
“The consensus today is that much of the acute myocarditis is probably caused by virus, even though this on some patients cannot be proven with today’s methods for verification of virus.”

Ignores Dr. Voll
Dr. Frøland made no mention of Dr. Rainhold Voll’s discovery in the sixties of a simple method for determining the presence of virus and bacteria.  And where, one, in addition, can do something about them. Experts tend to raise themselves above such heresy, continuing   instead with methods which are often less effective.

Dr. Frøland continued:  “As mentioned above, recent research reveals that there have been a number of cases of acute myocarditis after smallpox vaccination.  Since dilated cardiomyopathy is a recognized late complication to acute myocarditis , this implies that there might very well be a connection between Harald’s acute myopericarditis after the smallpox vaccination in 1974 and his dilated cardiomyopathy of today.”
Dr. Frøland’s conclusion

“I regard it as very probable that the smallpox vaccination that the patient was given in 1974 was the cause of his myopericarditis.  Furthermore, in my estimation it is highly likely that his chronic heart ailment (ideopathic dilated cardiomyopathy) is a late reaction to the acute myopericarditis in 1974, originally a consequence of the smallpox vaccination.  It is, however, impossible to deduce a definite level of probability for this causality.  Sickness caused by this smallpox vaccination, in this case, the patient’s ideopathical cardiomyopathy, will be found in ‘Regulations on Occupational Diseases etc’ from the Norwegian Social-Health Ministry.” 
If-Insurance throws in the towel
Dr. Frøland’s report appeared on the scene a short time before the combatants were to meet in court.  If-Incurance, the gigantic Norwegian insurance company, anxious now to avoid a loss in a court of law, thereby creating a precedent for future claims, threw in the towel only three days before the court was to convene.  The plaintiff, Harald, was promptly paid two million Norwegian Kroner (approximately 300,000 Dollars) - a small price to pay for the insurance company, and an effective way of  keeping others from doing what Harald did.

Did homeopath’s statement help?
Upon being asked of the importance the report from homeopath Atle Johan Løvaas had in the case, Harald answered as follows:

Had been dead
“First of all, I am convinced that I would gradually have wilted away and died if Løvaas had not taken me in under his care.”

Very significant statement

Harald continued:  “The report from Mr. Løvaas was the deciding factor in the case. It was only then, when his statement became a part of the debate, that attention was directed to the connection between the smallpox vaccination and the complications I had as an adult. It was only too bad that Dr. Kjell Breivik was visibly embarrassed with the bluntness of this claim.”
Blunt warning about smallpox virus
“Løvaas was the first, and the only one, who plainly stated that smallpox virus was the cause.  Before Løvaas, all medical opinion was always vague and diffuse.”
“We have registered Dr. Breivik’s eruption on ‘the so-called statement from homeopath Løvaas.’  In your opinion, even though the statement from Løvaas never once was referred to by either the doctors or the judges, did it play a vital part in your case?
“Ye!.  Absolutely!  It had been a part of the case documents all the time, lying, as a matter of fact, at the very top of the pile.”
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